
Report on 2015 New Perspectives on Medieval Studies workshops 
 
The series of workshops on Animal, Gender and Image which took place in 2015 aimed at 
developing collective thinking and academic exchange of ideas in different fields of medieval 
studies. They aimed to promote the crossing of disciplinary boundaries on thematic questions 
including building on past and current works to elaborate new practical and theoretical tools 
for research through the contribution and collaboration of French, UK and international 
academics. They were coordinated by I. Fabry-Tehranchi (Reading University), C. Lucken 
(Paris 8-Geneva), F. Madeline (CNRS, LAMOP-Paris 1), M. Perez Simon (Maître de 
Conférences, CEMA-Paris 3) and A. Russakoff (AUP). They received the generous support 
of the American University in Paris, CERAM-Paris 3, the International Medieval Society, 
LAMOP-Paris 1, the Society for the Study of Medieval Languages and Literature and the 
University of Reading.  
 
The first workshop, Animal in Medieval Studies, took place on 27 March 2015 at the 
Sorbonne. J. Voisenet (Toulouse II) provided a history and a state of the field in Animal 
Studies in France, C. Lucken (Paris VIII-Geneva) discussed the naming and categorizing of 
animals in the Middle Ages,  S. Crane (Columbia University) introduced new questions 
regarding the ethical, ecological, and cognitive aspects of the medieval animal, and P.-
O.Dittmar (EHESS, Paris) highlighted the historicity of the concept of animal and the interest 
of anthropology and eco-criticism. The session concluded with a visit to the Réserve des 
livres rares at the Bibliothèque de la Sorbonne with a special medieval manuscripts exhibit 
designed for the workshop participants.  
 
The second workshop, Gender in Medieval Studies, took place on 10 April 2015 at the 
American University in Paris. D. Lett (Paris VII) explained the history of Gender studies in 
France and the fact that it still remains a polemical field, while R. Brown-Grant (Leeds) 
contrasted this situation with the explosion of the work on gender in Anglophone social 
history in the past 30 years. J. Foehr-Jansens (Geneva) and A. Paupert (Paris VII) went on to 
discuss the use of Gender studies in Literature, encompassing topics like the classification of 
women, their social choices and the question of women's voice.  
 
The third workshop of the series, Image in Medieval Studies, took place on 15 May 2015 at 
Paris 3, Sorbonne Nouvelle. It started with a presentation by Henry Maguire (Johns Hopkins 
University) on the historical difference between textual and visual representations of Nature 
and Emotion in Byzantine religious art. J. Wirth (Geneva) discussed the rhetoric of images in 
Roman and Gothic architecture, and P. Boucheron (Paris I) raised the question of the political 
and public use of images in the Later Middle Ages, especially in Italy.  
 
There was a good attendance at all three workshops with interesting presentations and 
dialogue between the speakers and the audience: academics, postgraduate students and post-
doctoral researchers from Paris, France, the UK, Switzerland, Germany and the US were well 
represented, and this successful initiative will go on in 2015-16 with the organisation of a new 
series of interdisciplinary workshops. For more detailed reports of each workshop session, see 
the New Perspectives on Medieval Studies blog: http://medatelier.hypotheses.org/  
 


