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Report on the Autumn School “Latin Paleography”  and “Medieval Liturgy” 

(Ghent, 20-22 October 2014) 
 
 

Description of the Autumn School 

 
1. Aim and funding 

 
Since 2011, the H. Pirenne Institute for Medieval Studies is organizing Summer Schools for graduate 
students.  After successful Summer/Autumn Schools on “Cities and Exchange in Medieval Europe”, “Old 
and Middle French” and “Medieval Latin”, we now had a course on “Latin Paleography” and one on 
“Medieval Liturgy” organized in parallel sessions. The courses were open to both MA and PhD students in 
Medieval Studies (art history, history, philosophy, literature, musicology…).  
 
Publicity was made via Facebook, websites and mailing lists of associations of medievalists in several 
countries and this resulted in a truly international group of participants originating from 18 institutions in 
12 countries. Thus, the H. Pirenne Institute could realize its double aim: providing high quality education 
in an international framework. Participants enjoyed this combination of specialized training with 
(international) networking (see also the section on the evaluation forms). 
 
This project was realized with the support of several funding bodies: Internationalisation@Home and  the 
Doctoral School for Arts, Humanities and Law at Ghent University, the Dutch Onderzoekschool 
Mediëvistiek and the Society for the Study of Medieval Languages and Literature (editors of Medium 
Aevum and based in the University of Oxford). By consequence, the registration fee was waived for 
participants from Ghent University, from Dutch Universities and from the University of Oxford, while 16 
students paid a registration fee of 100 EUR. 
 
 

2. Programme  
 
The Autumn School comprised three components for each theme: 
- teaching by specialists in several fields of Medieval Liturgy / Latin Paleography during two days 
- a workshop led by a specialist on Medieval Liturgy / Latin Paleography during half a day 
- presentations by PhD students (common session for the two themes) during half a day 
 
The lecturers for Medieval Liturgy were: 
- Éric Palazzo (University of Poitiers), General introduction 
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- Barbara Haggh (University of Maryland), Liturgy and Music I: Chanted Texts for the Mass and the 
Sacraments (and) Liturgy and Music II: Chanted Texts for the Office and Votive Services 
- Charles Caspers (Titus Brandsma Instituut, Nijmegen), Liturgical practices in the Low Countries 
- Allan Doig (University of Oxford), Liturgy and Architecture 
- Rowan Watson (Victoria and Albert Museum, London), Books of Hours – general part 
- Youri Desplenter (Ghent University), Books of Hours – Dutch tradition 
 
The workshop was prepared and led by Nils Holger Petersen (University of Copenhagen). 
 
The lecturers for Latin Paleography were: 
 
- Julia Crick (King’s College, London), General introduction (and) Overview of the scripts during the early 
middle ages 
- Erik Kwakkel (University of Leiden), The development of medieval script, 1000-1500  
- Marilena Maniaci (University of Cassino), The archaeology of the manuscript book: materials, tools, 
techniques (and) Page layout and text formatting: constraints, tendencies, rules 
- Peter Stokes (King’s College, London), Paleography and the digital humanities  
 
The workshop was prepared and led by Els De Paermentier (Ghent University). 
 
The Autumn School’s teaching language was English.  
 
The session with presentations by PhD students was not intended from the start. During the registration 
period, several students (from abroad) asked whether it was possible to organize such a session which 
increased their chances of obtaining funding for attending the Autumn School. Though attendance was 
not obligatory, about two thirds of the participants were present, either as speakers or as listeners and 
discussants.  


